
Clarifications’ Questions & Answers 
List of Questions raised during the Information Session held on 7/9/2011 and received by 

E-mail before the deadline 12/9/2011. Answers are written in Red. 

1- XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX FIRST PARAGRAPH OMITED FOR CONFIDENTIALITY. 
Before submitting our Concept Note, however, we would like to inquire whether it is 
possible to address a sub-Lot (one component only) of this grant. While we are interested in 
Lot 1 and Lot 2 in full, we have proven expertise specifically in the areas of capacity-building, 
coaching, and professional (personal and organizational) development. May we submit our 
application focusing primarily on this aspect, with the possible objective of partnering with 
another institution that covers research? If not, we would consider acting as lead 
organization. 
Applicants can apply for both lots. However the applicant should submit a separate concept 
note for each lot.  Applicants must act with one or more partner organizations as clearly 
stated in articled 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants.   
 

2- Are international Organizations eligible to apply considering that this was not mentioned in 
the slide presentation however it was clearly mentioned in the Grant Guidelines? 
Please refer to article 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants 
 

3- If yes, does this apply to both Applicants and Partners if both are International 
Organizations? 
Partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as an applicant 
 

4- When referring to the 80%-100% contribution rule, will the fact that an organization 
provides funding affect the grading and evaluation of applications? 
No. The evaluation grid does not take into consideration the percentage co-financed by the 
applicant (refer to 2.3 in the Guidelines- Evaluation and selection of Applicants. 
 

5- Should the Declaration be signed by both the Applicant and Partner or could it be signed 
only by the Applicant? 
Applicant Only.  The partner must sign the Partnership Statement section 4.2 of the 
application form. 
 

6- What about the Associate? Should he also sign the Declaration? 
Associates do not have to meet the eligibility criteria referred to in section 2.1.1. Associates 
may   be involved in the action but may not receive funding from the grant with the exception 
of per diem or travel costs.  Associates do not have to sign any form but they have to be 
mentioned is Part B section 5 of the grant application form.  The Declaration is signed only by 
the Applicant.  
 

7- When implementing the project’s activities, can you please elaborate more on the role of 
the Ministry and the role of the PAO for instance  with regards to the revision of textbooks 
and the curricula? 
The Presidency of the Council of Ministers represented by the Project Administration Office is 
the Contracting Authority.  The implementation of all activities under this Grant shall be in 
close collaboration with the Beneficiary "Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
(MEHE)”. 
 



8- Is an Organization allowed to apply for both lots? 
Yes.   The Organization can submit separate concept notes for each lot. 
 

9- While applying, is it a must that an organization has a partner? 
Yes.  Please refer to article 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants. 
 

10- If an Organization has the full capacity to implement the project’s activities on its own, can’t 
the partner be the MEHE? 
No.   MEHE is the main beneficiary of the action and cannot be partner in the action 
proposed.  Applicants must act with one or more partner organizations as clearly stated in 
articled 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants. 
 

11- It was noted in the Official Gazette that any Natural and Legal persons can apply. 
Accordingly, can an individual apply? 
No. An individual can not apply for this call for proposal.    In the Guidelines for this call for 
proposals   it is clearly mentioned that in order to be eligible for this grant, the applicants 
must be legal persons (refer to section 2.1.1 of the guidelines for applicant). 
 

12- Can the PAO, MEHE or EU help organizations in establishing linkages with international/ local 
partners who have local expertise? For starters, can we have the list of attendees to partner 
with the present organizations? 
No.  The Applicant must select a partner based on the type of actions he is proposing.  The 
partner's level of involvement and participation in the action will be also evaluated. 
 

13- It was not clear how any public, private institution can be applicants. Please elaborate. 
 Please refer to the guidelines. It is well elaborated. 
 

14- During the short listing phase, do we need to submit the entire list of CVs of the HR Staff? 
CVs are not listed among the documents requested to be submitted at the stage of 
"verification of eligibility "of the applicant. Please refer to section 2.3, Step 3 of the 
guidelines for more information on the relevant documents requested. 
 

15- Regarding the Per Diem, is it supposed to be linked to the expert and activities? What about 
the Study Tours? 
 Yes Per-Diems and Travel Costs must be linked to the expert and the activity and justified in 
sheet 2 justification of the budget. Per-diem and travel cost occurred during study tours are 
eligible but they must respect the ceiling of per-diems published on the EuropeAid website-
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/per_diems/index_en.htm. 
 

16- Considering that there could be more than two partners, should they all be nonprofit making 
organizations? 
 Partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria of the Applicant (section 2.1.1 of the 
guidelines for applicant). 
 

17- Should we follow the steps and sub-activities of actions listed in the Guidelines and the 
Annexes to implement the deliverables?  
 All activities must directly support the implementation of the ESDP programmes no. 2and/or 
7.  Preliminary proposed plans are included in Annex L and M in the guidelines. However, 
since it is indicated that the first step for both programmes is a needs assessment, then the 
proposed plans can be reviewed based on findings from the needs assessment. 
 



18- Can the Ministry of Environment be eligible to participate as partner? 

The eligibility criteria of applicants are in chapter 2.1.1 of the guidelines for grant applicants. 
The EU cannot give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant (Cf. paragraph 2.2.4 of the 
guidelines). "In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority 
cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific 
activities." 
 

19- Does the partnership statement need to be included with the concept note? 
 No it must be included in the full proposal.  
 

20- Is it possible to ask for a copy of the slides or any other document distributed during the 
yesterday information session? 
The PowerPoint presentation is published on Europa Website and PAO website. 
 

21- On the basis of the eligibility of applicants and partners (2.1.1 and 2.1.2 of the guidelines) 
can a Ministry of a Member State of the EU or of the Neighbourhood ENPI zone be an 
eligible partner of the action? 
The eligibility criteria of applicants are in chapter 2.1.1 of the guidelines for grant applicants. 
The EU cannot give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant (Cf. paragraph 2.2.4 of the 
guidelines). "In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority 
cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific 
activities." 
 

22- With regards to the types of eligible actions included in annexes L and M: are the ones 
highlighted as "NOT funded by the EU" in annexes L and M (for example, sub-activity 3.1.4 in 
annex M: "implement parent councils trainings") to be considered as not eligible under the 
call in object? 
The activities that are highlighted as “NOT funded by the EU” have been included to provide 
coherence; however, they are not to be budgeted by the applying agency or institution. 
 

23- XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX FIRST PARAGRAPH OMITED FOR CONFIDENTIALITY. 
In order to ensure coordination and avoid overlapping proposals, we would like to be in 
contact with other interested parties. With the regret for our “force majeure” absence on 
07/09 at the information session held at the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, I would 
like to kindly ask you if you could send me the list of the attendants to that session.  
List of Attendees cannot be distributed. 
 

24- In the proposal, you have asked the applicants to prepare a 30-month plan while there is a 5-
year time line in Annex M. Is the intention to cover all the tasks in the 5-year time line in 30 
months or do you wish to see a Concept Note for the first two and a half years? 
The plan presented in Annex M is a comprehensive presentation of Programme two of the 
Education Sector Development Plan; however, the concept note for the Grant is to cover the 
30 months project period only. 


